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4 DAY SALE
Commencing Friday 26th October

Connemara 
Livestock
Sales Ltd

Connemara Livestock Sales Ltd.
Clifden, Connemara, Co. Galway.

Tel: 095 21861  Mobile: 087 248 5422
Web: www.connemaraponysales.com  

Email: padraicheanue@gmail.com

900 lots on offer (view catalogue online)
Sale starts at 10am sharp each day

 Unleash
the Field

Use yoUr code for unlimited access 
to all digital content on The Irish Field 
News app until 4pm Friday!

yoUr UniqUe code is on page 96

Champion sold
 ■SLIGO show jumper Richard 

Howley has sold his fi ve-year-
old world champion Upper-
court Cappucino to Stal Tops, 
the stable operated by Global 
Champions Tour owner Jan 
Tops and his wife, interna-
tional show jumper Edwina 
Tops-Alexander. The Pacino-
sired gelding, who was bred 
by the late Galway man Paul 
O’Byrne, came out top of the 
world at the FEI World Breed-
ing Championships for Young 
Horses in Lanaken in Sep-
tember.

KPMG sponsorship
 ■KPMG is to sponsor the 

€3,000 TopSpec Autumn Se-
ries Grand Prix on Bank Holi-
day Monday, October 29th, as 
the three-day autumn show 
comes to a close at Killossery 
Lodge Stud.

Also, on the fi nal day, there 
will be a €1,000 mini Grand 
Prix (1.10m), sponsored by 
Coopers Transport, Ringwood 
Construction and Boomerang 
Bedding. For further details 
consult the Showjumping Ire-
land bulletin or the Killossery 
website.

The Irish Field 
Directory 2019

 ■WE would like to thank all 
those who have kindly re-
turned their details for the 
Directory 2019. We would ask 
any Hunts, Riding Clubs, Pony 
Clubs, Polo Clubs, Accredited 
coaches or Industry Organisa-
tions to return your listing to 
us immediately so that we can 
include your details. Contact 
Margaret on 01-4051178 or 
email directory@theirishfi eld.
ie if you have any queries.

  ■ Isabel Hurley 

THE Royal Dublin Society 
this week confi rmed the revi-
sion of  the results of  the four-
year-old young event horse 
class at the 2018 Dublin Horse 
Show due to a violation of  the 
Horse Sport Ireland Equine 
Controlled Medication Rules 
(ECM).

The original winner of  the 
class in August was Wexford 
horseman Jason Higgins rid-
ing his own Ogue Special, a 
striking son of  Belgian warm-
blood stallion I’m Special de 
Muze. 

Higgins, who is well re-
garded in the industry, ex-
plained this week that un-
fortunate confusion over the 
withdrawal dates of  a precau-
tionary veterinary treatment 
to the horse in the weeks be-

forehand resulted in the posi-
tive test.

The revised class results 
are now as follows: fi rst place 
has been awarded to Ita Mc-
Dermott’s Emerald Emoe. In 
second is Lisa Rosbotham’s 
Rosalent, ridden by Colin Hal-
liday. Jason Higgins’s Kilcan-
non Dude is third, in fourth 
is Paul Grant’s D’Milo Ex-
press, ridden by Stephen Hol-
land and fi fth is Tiger Tricks, 
owned by Evelyn O’Neill and 
Willow Sports Horses, ridden 
by Daisy Duggan. 

“As a result of  the viola-
tion, fi rst place has now been 
awarded to Ms Ita McDermott 
and Emerald Emoe. The re-
sults have been amended on 
the RDS website to refl ect the 
changes to the fi ve prize win-
ners in the competition.  

“This is the only change 

to competition results at the 
2018 Dublin Horse Show. Eve-
ry year before the Show com-
mences, the RDS randomly 
select a number of  classes for 
testing at the show and equine 
drug tests are carried out im-
mediately after these classes 
fi nish. There were no issues 
with the results of  any of  the 
other tests carried out,” said 
an RDS press statement. 

LEARNING CURVE
Jason Higgins told The Irish 
Field this week: “What hap-
pened was we had the horse’s 
sacro-iliac joint treated 10 
days before. We were just 
being cautious with him as 
the ground was as hard as a 
rock. The vet treated him, we 
thought the time limit was 
fi ne. The dates were obviously 
a mix up. We got it wrong. 

“Later I found out that 
there was a form that could 
have been fi lled out and had 
I done that, it would not have 
changed the result of  the 
class. So it’s a learning curve 
and very unfortunate. The 
horse was sold after Dublin, 
he’s 100%, he always was, we 
were just trying to be so care-
ful with him,” Higgins said.

Roscommon-based Ita Mc-
Dermott, who sourced her 
winning mare as a three-
year-old, confi rmed that she 
received a letter from the RDS 
explaining the class change 
result and also enclosing the 
winner’s sash and rosette. 
“She’s going into the Gores-
bridge Go For Gold Sale in No-
vember so the win will hope-
fully be a help to her. I’m just 
going to mind her until then,” 
said McDermott.

Test outcome leads to RDS results change

The HIGH Court ruled settle-
ment on the dissolution of  a 
partnership this week that 
show jumper Padraig Judge is 
to be paid €75,000 in the next 
four weeks.

The three-part partner-
ship dispute was between 
plaintiff  Padraig Judge with 
an address of  Plovervale Sta-
bles, Turlough, Castlebar, Co. 
Mayo, and defendants Aus-
tin Finnegan of  Gardenfi eld, 
Tuam, Co Galway, and John 
Finnegan of  Cortoon, Tuam, 
Co Galway. 

In a ruling by Justice Car-
oline Costello at the Four 
Courts on Wednesday, it was 
ruled that Padraig Judge is 
to be paid the sum of  €75,000 
within four weeks.

The evidence was that back 
in May of  2016, the mare Gal-
waybay Holly R was removed 
without authorisation or con-
sent from Mr Judge’s yard 
when he was in hospital suf-
fering from a pelvic fracture. 
He was one-third part-owner 
of  the horse in question.

A High Court action was 
then launched to dissolve the 
partnership on July 4th 2016. 

The defendants contested the 
case and the ownership of  
the mare now rests with the 
defendants.

Terms of  the Settlement 
were presented to High Court 
by James Nicholson, junior 
counsel, and Mr Judge was 
represented by Mr Donnacha 
Anhold of  Carter Anhold and 
Co Solicitors, Co Sligo, and 
their senior counsel was Mr 
Stephen Lanigan O’Keeffe.

The defendants were repre-
sented by O’Dwyer Solicitors 
of  Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo.

€75,000 to be paid in 
partnership dissolution

Padraig Judge 

  ■ Emer Bermingham 

WITH the pony measuring 
season fast approaching, calls 
for clarity and transparency 
from Showjumping Ireland 
on appeals measurements 
for ponies who were referred 
to UCD Veterinary Hospital 
appears to be falling on deaf  
ears.

A number of  pony owners 
have complained about the 
disparity in the sizes of  the 
ponies competing in regis-
tered classes. SJI rules clear-
ly state that the height catego-
ries for ponies in articles 2.1, 
2.2 and 2.3. Article 2.3 is: “A 
category defi ned as 148cm for 
ponies exceeding 138cm, but 
not exceeding 148cm.”

Showjumping Ireland did 

not respond to press queries 
on the issue. Instead, the SJI 
pony committee urged any 
members with queries to con-
tact the SJI or a representa-
tive. When asked again to 
provide clarify, an SJI spokes-
person said: “They (SJI) 
would be happy to clarify, 
should any member wish to 
contact them.”

The Irish Field also asked 
Showjumping Ireland to clar-
ify at what height a pony is 
deemed to be a horse but did 
not receive a response.

A source who formerly 
served in the SJI said: “In the 
past, in appeals at UCD the la-
ser measure was set at the de-
fi ned category and if  the pony 
was over this height, they 
were deemed as being meas-

ured out and no longer eligi-
ble to compete on the Irish 
circuit.”

In May, following a rou-
tine measurement check at 
a European show, five Irish 
ponies who were part of  the 
Irish squad measured out and 
were referred by the FEI to 
UCD for remeasuring. Ques-
tions were then raised about 
the SJI’s acceptable height for 
ponies to compete in Ireland. 
According to the FEI, ponies 
on appeal had to measure in 
at 148cm, with no allowance 
for shoes.

After this appeal, the SJI 
said: “We understand that the 
ponies which attended the 
FEI Appeal Measuring at UCD 
Veterinary Hospital, whilst 
not achieving the height re-

quired by such appeals, each 
measured at heights which 
would have allowed them 
to compete in FEI competi-
tions. The ponies are compli-
ant with the rules pertaining 
to SJI measuring and in the 
circumstances, we would not 
wish to comment any further 
at this time.”

Confi rming what “the rules 
pertaining to the SJI measur-
ing” are, the SJI quoted the 
FEI rule Article 4.1.1 of  the 
FEI Jumping Regulations and 
added: “The ponies are com-
pliant with our rules re meas-
uring which extend from arti-
cle 312N to 322N.” 

However, these rules do not 
give any indication of  any al-
lowance over the defined 
height categories on appeal. 

Clarity needed on pony measuring

   ■  Jennifer Micklem 
Diamond

THE final leg of  the 2018 
Eventing Nations Cup series 
takes place this weekend in 
Boekelo, The Netherlands. The 
Irish team consists of  Brian 
Morrison with Milchem JJ, 
Meabh Bolger with Killossery 
Athletic Touch, Sarah Ennis 
with Woodcourt Garrison and 
Sam Watson with Tullabeg 
Flamenco. 

A total of  eight Irish com-
binations are competing at 
the CCI3* event. Dutch rider 
Tim Lips and Bayro are lead-
ing after dressage on a score 
of  19.2. Julia Krajewski and 
Laura Collett fi ll second and 
third place on 22.60 and 23.10 
respectively. 

Declan Cullen and the nine-
year-old Seavaghan Ash are 

the highest placed Irish com-
bination in 32nd place on 32.20. 

Germany is currently in the 
lead in the team standings on 
80.0, with Britain just behind 
80.8. Ireland are in seventh 
place in the team standings. 

Ireland have competed in 
two legs of  the Nations Cup 
finishing third in each. This 
leaves them in seventh place 
over the overall league leader 
board which leaves them just 
above the halfway point out of  
16 teams. 

France are currently top of  
the league on 490 points. They 
are closely followed by Britain 
on 480 and Sweden are in third 
on 335. 

All three nations are rep-
resented by strong teams at 
Boekelo so it will be all to play 
for with less than 30 penalties 
dividing the entire fi eld. 

Philip Doyle

Lips leads in Boekelo 


